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ABSTRACT

Aims and background. In 2006 a survey was performed to define the resources avail-
able in Italy for the provision of radiotherapy services to head and neck cancer pa-
tients. This was the first initiative of the newly founded Head and Neck Group of the
Italian Association for Radiation Oncology.

Methods. A questionnaire was sent to all 138 radiotherapy centers active in the coun-
try. Items investigated included total numbers of head and neck cancer patients treat-
ed per year, waiting time before the start of treatment, general technical issues, and
integration with surgery and chemotherapy.

Results. Sixty-nine questionnaires were returned (50% response rate). The total num-
ber of patients treated was 4,670, averaging 68 cases per center. The larynx was the
primary site most frequently involved. Average waiting time was 30 days and 47 days
for nonresected and postoperative cases, respectively. The combination of
chemotherapy and radiotherapy was delivered to nonresected and resected patients
in 96% and 54% of centers, respectively. Survey response rates, waiting time, and the
use of organ preservation protocols were the issues showing more variations across
the country.

Conclusions. This survey provides important data on radiotherapy resources avail-
able for head and neck cancer patients in Italy. The evidence of significant differences
across the country concerning several relevant issues and the potential for coopera-
tive clinical efforts in this relatively rare group of diseases urge the Group to plan fur-
ther initiatives.
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