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ABSTRACT

Aims and background. Data on kidney cancer incidence and prevalence are not avail-
able on a national and regional level. We provided estimates of the number of inci-
dent and prevalent cases of kidney and renal cell cancer in Italy overall and in various
regions in 2002 and gave projections for the years 2007 and 2012.

Methods. We derived annual numbers of incident cases combining mortality data
provided by the World Health Organization and information on relative survival from
kidney cancer and we subsequently derived 5-year prevalence by combining inci-
dence with information on survival. We provided different projection estimates for
the years 2007 and 2012 for incidence and prevalence, on the basis of various hypo-
thetical scenarios, i.e., stable rates over time or steady falls by 1% per year.

Results. In 2002, there were about 8000 incident cases and 26,800 prevalent cases of
kidney cancer in Italy. Of these, approximately 6800 and 22,750 were incident and
prevalent cases of renal cell cancer, respectively. The most reliable estimate of inci-
dent kidney cancer cases in Italy over the period 2007-2012 is likely to range between
7000 and 9000. Of these, between 6000 and 8000 are renal cell cancer cases. The best
estimate of prevalence of kidney cancer is between 20,000 and 34,000 cases and that
of renal cell cancer between 17,000 and 29,000 cases.

Conclusions. Incidence and prevalence of renal cell cancer are likely to remain ap-
proximately stable between 2002 and 2007. Increased diagnostic attention due to
widespread use of echography and other diagnostic techniques may, however, lead to
earlier detection of kidney neoplasms and consequently to an apparent increase in
the incidence of renal cell cancer.
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